
China Curriculum
Module Two: The Wonders of Ancient
and Modern China
This module demonstrates to students 
how Modern China is still a branch of 
its past, by exploring the importance of 
China’s early rulers and monumental 
moments.
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Part One: China’s Ancient History
LEARNING OBJECTIVE

To examine how China’s Ancient 

History has led to the Modern China we 

know today.

ACTIVITY

Choose one of the emperors to 

research further.

Information Sheet

several different walls built to protect the 
country’s most vulnerable boarders against 
attacks. Major rebuilding of the Great Wall 
took place during the Ming Dynasty in the 
14th century - construction during this 
time around was strong due to the use of 
stone and brick.

Questions
1) What was the purpose of the Terracotta 
Warriors?
2) How far can Ancient China be tracked?
3) How long is the Great Wall of China?

Ancient China was one of the 
oldest and longest lasting 
civilizations in the history of the 
world - it can be tracked back 
over 4,000 years.

Until 1912, China was ruled 
by Dynasties. Each Dynasty 
represented a powerful family 
of emperors - the first was 
Shang and the last was Qing. 
The Forbidden Palace, a palace 
complex in Beijing and popular 
tourist spot, was the imperial 
palace of Ming and Qing 
Dynasties.

China’s first emperor, 
Qin Shi Huangdi, built 
a giant Terracotta (clay) 
Army of around 8,000 
warriors to keep him 
safe after he died. It took 
around 700,000 workers 
and craftsmen about 38 years

to finish carving the army.

The Ancient Chinese invented 
some of the products we still 
use and enjoy to this day. They 
were the first to drink tea, it was 
however originally used primarily 
for medicine. The weaving of 
silk cloth was invented by Lady 
Shi-Ling-Shih and around 5,000 
years ago the earliest chopsticks 
were used not for eating, but for 
cooking.

China’s ancient history is what 
tourists travel thousands of 

miles to visit to this day. 
The Great Wall of China 
is the world’s longest 
wall and structure ever 
built by humans, at over 
6,000km in length - the 
equivalent of more than 

50,000 football pitches laid 
end to end. It was originally
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Part Two: Modern China
Information Sheet

WeChat is a Chinese multi-purpose 
messaging, social media. Since its launch, 
WeChat has become the all-in-one tool for 
Modern China. The app has an estimated 

980 million active users in China alone 
and over 1 billion monthly active users.

In recent years, WeChat introduced 
the function of payment on the app. 
Now, over 300 million users have 
their credit card synced to their 

accounts on the app to enable payment for 
purchases in-store, pay for utility bills and 
even to pay for a taxi.

Questions
1) China’s economy has changed 
tremendous amounts to get where it 
is today. At what time period did those 
changes start to happen?
2) When did China become a modern 
nation?
3) What is the most popular method of 
communication in China?

Much of China’s modern beliefs 
and philosophies are based on 
the teachings of a government 
official who lived nearly 3,000 
years ago - Kongfuzi, also known 
as Confucius. He taught people 
the value of things such as 
morality, kindness and education.

China is the home of one of the 
world’s oldest civilisations, but 
it has only recently become a 
‘modern’ nation. In the last 20 
years, it has changed faster than 
any other country to date.

The country’s economy has 
changed rapidly in recent 
decades. In the past, it was 
focused around a highly 
planned economic system with 
specialised communes and was 
closed to international trade and 
foreign relations. It was in the 
1970s however, this began to 

change and today China is more 
economically tied to the world’s 
countries.

China has transformed itself 
from being seen as the 
‘world’s factory’ to the hive 
of technology innovation. 
The increase development 
of robots have been at the 
forefront of their technological 
advances. 

Over the last five years China has 
lifted over 68 million people out 
of poverty. Small poorer regions 
of China have benefited from the 
tourism infrastructure being built 
around them, allowing citizens to 
earn money as well as preserve 
their historical cultures. 

In 2011, China introduced an app 
that changed how the country 
does just about everything.
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Discovering Ancient China
Activity Sheet

Ancient China was one of the oldest civilisations in 
the history of the world, dating back over 4000 years. 
But how well do you know the stories that still shape 
China today?

Discover the wonders of Ancient China with this 
fun research activity. This exercise will enable you to 
dig deep into ancient China’s history and leave you 
feeling inspired.

The Forbidden City is a palace complex in Beijing 
with over 9,000 rooms. What was the main function 
of the inner court?

FORBIDDEN CITY

THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA

The Great Wall of China is the world’s longest wall and structure ever 
built by humans, at over 6,000km in length - stretching further than 
50,000 football pitches laid end to end. Research the history of why 
the Great Wall was built.

TERRACOTTA WARRIORS

Qin Shi Huangdi, the first emperor in China, built a giant terracotta 
army of around 8,000 warriors. How were they built?


