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Your school’s visit to China is a unique experience to be fully immersed in a different culture. Through fundraising 
for the trip, students will develop abilities that will enable them to succeed in education, work and society. There 
are tonnes of ways to fundraise which makes a trip to China more accessible and inclusive for the entire school 
community.

The benefits of fundraising activities 
1. Improve Employability: This fundraising pack helps students practice skills that can be utilised in the world of 
work: manage finances, develop an entrepreneurial mind-set, learn marketing skills to broadcast an event, use 
different technologies and collaborate with peers. Fundraising shows patience, determination and independence 
and allows students to demonstrate skills such as a team leadership. 

2. Boost confidence and independence: Talking to new people, working in a team and approaching 
businesses is a great way for students to increase their confidence. When the students arrive in China, 
they will have a great sense of accomplishment to know that they have raised funds for their trip.

3. Get to know the local community: A fundraising event that engages the local community can 
have a huge impact. For many it also acts as a great opportunity to socialise with new people 
that live in the community. An event should be fun and interactive, giving everyone in 
the area a chance to get to know the story behind your fund-raiser. By including local 
businesses in the activities it helps them understand how links with China can boost 
the local economy for them in the long-run.

How do we help?
True Education Partnerships will be there to support you during 
fundraising efforts. 

What we will do:
• Ideas and advice
• Assets and Templates
• Advertise your event on social media

REMEMBER if you are a student, always seek 
the assistance of an adult and ask permission 
from your school or the relevant persons to 
undergo fundraising activities.

In this pack, you’ll find tips, advice and 
lots of inspiration to help you make your 
fundraising a success. You can also visit www.
trueeducationpartnerships.com/fundraising 
for more information or email  
contact@trueeducationpartnerships.com

TRIP FUNDRAISING
I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O

Share your fundraising with us on 

SOCIAL MEDIA
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A GUIDE TO

PLANNING & PUBLICISING

PLANNING YOUR FUNDRAISING

Gather your students & parents together to decide on activities. Draw on pupil’s skills or perhaps expand upon a 
hobby. It’s important to choose something which everyone enjoys doing.

Set a date. Be aware of any other events that could clash with your event, pick a date that works for you and your 
supporters. Make sure you give yourself sufficient planning time and time to source cheap resources.

Think about where to hold the event. Consider whether your event will be indoors or outdoors and look to book your 
venue at minimum cost. Plan for all eventualities.

Think about who you will be inviting to your activity and how you’ll do it. Consider friends and family who have 
specific skills that can help you with the planning of your activity - don’t be afraid to ask for help!

Create a plan. Make a detailed list of all the different delegated tasks that need to be completed with set deadlines 
in order to prepare for your event. 

PUBLICISING YOUR FUNDRAISING

Social networking. Share the links for your fundraising event or contact details. We can help publicise your event by 
sharing it on our platforms, just tag us! We are happy to share all fundraising efforts on our social media channels 
to show the student’s accomplishments, whilst offering guidance and inspiration for others fundraising for their trip.

Prepare a press release. A great way of attracting lots of people in your community, see our assets for a template.
Put posters in local shops and businesses. A great way to create a buzz in the local community and gain local 
exposure.

Approach businesses for sponsors/donations. Local businesses are often willing to donate raffle prizes, a donation 
for the fund or be a sponsor of the fund in return for great publicity.

Use technology. Create an ‘Eventbrite’ web-page to invite people to the event or a ‘GoFundMe’ page to collect 
donations for the trip!
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WELCOME TO THE

SISTER SCHOOL PROGRAMME

Checklist Item Completed?

Planning your fundraiser

Determine roles and responsibilities of the student(s)

Establish goals and targets

Make a list of the local businesses you could approach to make a donation or 
sponsorship to the fundraiser

Create parent letters or flyers to promote the school fundraiser and to keep 
parents informed

Schedule event date and location

Recruit volunteers to assist in hosting the event

Make sure you have permission from a parent/guardian and your school

Promoting your fundraiser

Set up a crowdfunding web page

Extend your reach through social media: create accounts, event pages and 
spread the word to the local community

Use a hashtag to share all content related to the fundraiser

Approach local businesses for donations

Write a press release to the local newspaper to publish information about 
your fundraiser. Be sure to provide the dates, reason you’re raising money, 
and the link to your crowd funder

Encourage school to share the fundraising story on the website and 
newsletter to gain awareness

Put up posters in the local area with permission

TICK OFF YOUR

FUNDRAISING CHECKLIST
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If the company offers a donation/sponsorship make 
sure to share it on social media, send a card or 
email. Always be respectful even if they say no.

If the company offers a donation/sponsorship 
make sure to share it on social media, send a card 
or email. Always be respectful even if they say no.

Whilst you’re waiting for a response, why not create 
a crowdfunding page to raise funds online and 
share your story.

1Make a list of local 
companies/newspapers/radio

2 Draft a letter or email

3Be patient - you may not 
hear back instantly

4 Approach organisations on 
social media

5Be sure to thank those who 
sponsored!

6 What can you offer in return?

Do some research on local companies in the area that 
may be able to make a donation. Think about friends 
and family who may have useful contacts.

You can download a template for creating 
an email to a company in our assets: 
trueeducationpartnerships.com/fundraising

A GUIDE ON

HOW TO GET SPONSORED

If you don’t hear back via letter or email, try social 
media. Many students and parents have great 
success getting sponsorship this way.
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These fundraising activities help students to practice skills that can be utilised in the world of work: manage 
finances, develop an entrepreneurial mind-set, learn marketing skills to broadcast an event, use different 
technologies and collaborate with peers. The following examples are real world examples that past schools 
have done to raise money.

- SELLING HANDMADE CRAFTS

“I managed to fundraise by selling hand-made natural Christmas wreaths to order for my friends and family. Over 
all I made about £140, which was hard work; I had to find materials and learn how to make wreathe of a suitable 
standard to sell. It was well worth it in the end to see how happy people were with what I had made, and it was 
even more exciting at Christmas. I have also been making bags full of chocolate for £5 or £3.50.” -Grace

GRACE

TOP TIP: HANDMADE SEASONAL 
PRODUCTS ARE ALWAYS POPULAR

NOTTINGHAM

“As I aspire to become a vet I came up with the idea of starting a pet sitting business to raise funds for the trip. I set 
up a Facebook page to promote my fund-raiser and I was blown away by the initial demand. By the end of September 
I had raised enough money to pay for the whole trip and the business has gone from strength to strength, so now 
I have also set up a dog walking business. I’m socially much more confident now when meeting with people that I 
don’t know and I find it easy to have conversations with my clients.” - Jack

Bake sale
Fancy dress
Children’s entertainer
Car boot sale
Dog treats business
Quiz Night

Car wash service
Pamper days
Jewellery making
Gardening
Face painting
Toy sale

OTHER ENTREPRENEURIAL IDEAS 

A GUIDE TO CREATING

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

- PET SITTING JACK CHESHIRE
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Students working as a team during their fundraising efforts allows the individuals to build friendships before 
leaving to visit China. Fundraising teams provide different levels of commitment for the students and is a fun 
way to get excited for the trip.

China host a variety of annual traditional Chinese festivals such as: 
Chinese New Year, the Lantern Festival, the Qingming Festival, Mid-
Autumn Festival, The National Day of China, Double Seven Festival and 
the Winter Solstice. One school decided to create an event to celebrate 
Chinese New Year to raise funds for their trip to China. 
“When the students came together to plan how they wanted to 
fundraise for their trip they decided that they wanted to base the event 
around China. The group decided to celebrate Chinese New Year with 
a variety of different activities throughout the day. The canteen served  
delicious Chinese food at lunchtime to those who made a donation to 
the fund-raiser. At break-time the group sold mooncakes that had been 
donated by a local Chinese supermarket and the group made cupcakes 
with Chinese flags on to sell. After school, we invited the parents in 
for an assembly with an entry fee for a performance from the group of 
traditional Chinese dances. Local companies, friends and families had 
donated gifts for a raffle which was a great success.” - Rachel

A school from Liverpool organised a game console night with great 
success, raising a significant amount for their trip.
“Together we organised an Xbox tournament to raise money for our 
trip by collecting an entry fee. We also received sponsorship from 
friends and family to donate an amount of money for each round 
participants made it through the competition. The tournament was 
set out into two parts of multiplayer and single player. For the longer 
single player games we set a time limit for players to make the highest 
possible score in 10 minutes. It was great fun to organise as a team 
and work together to raise as much money as possible.” - Adam

A GUIDE TO

TEAM BASED FUNDRAISING

- CHINESE NEW YEAR RACHEL CHESHIRE

- GAMES TOURNAMENT ADAM LIVERPOOL

Talent competition
Bingo
Zumba lessons
School jumble sale
Spot the ball raffle
Obstacle course

Sports day
Collections
Car wash
Sponsored litter pick-up
Carol singing
Fashion show

OTHER TEAM WORK IDEAS 
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Bidston Avenue Primary School have an established, 
active Sister School Partnership with Taicang 
Experimental School. A group of students have 
visited their sister school annually for the last 3 
years. The school community have continued to 
support the fundraising activities of their students 
to ensure every pupil has the opportunity to attend.

The children, with the support of their families have 
organised:

School Playground Car wash 
Halloween Disco
Cake sale
Stall at the Christmas Fair
Christmas Disco
Local business donations
Bingo night
Valentine’s Disco

BIDSTON AVENUE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL
BIRKENHEAD, ENGLAND

CASE STUDY

BIDSTON AVENUE

STUART BRADY - HEADTEACHER

The fundraising element is vital for our children and 
families to be able to afford the trip.  It empowers 
the children as they have a vested interest in the 
experience which is ‘once in a lifetime’.  The trip is 
a fantastic opportunity for our children to see and 
experience a different culture.  It builds self-esteem, 
self-worth and resilience plus it gives them an 
opportunity to use their mandarin.
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TOP TIP: Set up a place for 
people to put in donations 

during the football matches. You 
may wish to present awards 

for specific things such as the 
golden boot. Local sports shops 

may be willing to sponsor and 
present the main trophy.

A GUIDE TO

SPORTS BASED FUNDRAISING
A sports tournament is sure to bring out the students’ competitive side and get plenty of money raised for their 
trip to China. While this type of event can raise a considerable amount of money, it also requires pre-planning,  
preparation and organisation.

A secondary school student in Bristol organised a whole football 
tournament bracket! 
“I ran a football tournament fund-raiser for our trip. All teams had to 
have a minimum of one staff member playing for, or managing, the 
team. An auction took place for the staff members to result in 17 staff 
members. “There is no doubt about how incredible the tournament 
atmosphere was, which saw huge engagement from the whole school. 
Twelve teams battled it out to find the champions demonstrating a 
broad range of experience, ability and choice of costumes. We are 
already looking forward to fundraising for next years trip.” - Sean

Carl from a Bristol school raised an amazing amount of money with a 
sponsored swim, he approached local businesses for sponsors.
“I did a sponsored swim at my local pool to raise money for my trip. I 
swam 2km in 90 minutes and raised £500. It was a really good boost 
to my confidence and I had so much fun. Swimming is something that I 
have always really enjoyed doing so I knew that it would be the perfect 
challenge for my fundraising. I realised how many people were behind 
me to support my fund-raiser and that really helped. Sharing my story 
on social media allowed me to raise as much money as possible.” - Carl

- FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT SEAN BRISTOL

- SPONSORED SWIM CARL BRISTOL

Netball tournament 
Fitness classes
Sponsored run
Sports day
Racing competitions
Tennis tournament

Virtual sports challenges
Games afternoon
Cricket match
Go-karting
Athletics tournament
Sponsored bike ride

OTHER SPORT FUNDRAISING IDEAS 
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CASE STUDY

“The pupils are visiting their sister school in Qingdao 
to spend near two weeks being immersed into the 
Chinese culture and enjoy some sightseeing. As you 
can imagine, a trip of this magnitude can be quite 
prohibitive for many pupils. We believe that such 
trips should not be the sole preserve of affluent 
area’s of the country. We are looking to raise at least 
50% of the cost of each of the children. A group of 
us have pledged to raise 50% for one of the pupils.” 
- Teacher

Created crowdfunding web-page on ‘Just Giving’ 
to help fund a once in a life-time school trip for 10 
students to visit their sister school in Qingdao.

The children, with the support of their families have 
organised:

Car Wash
Santa Dash 
Aintree Half Marathon

ALL SAINTS
PRIMARY SCHOOL
LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND

PARENT OF TRAVELLING CHILD

I feel this is an amazing opportunity 
for the children to become fully 
immersed in another culture and to 
learn from each other. I’m sure the 
trip will create memories that will 
last a lifetime.
 

CASE STUDY

ALL SAINTS PRIMARY

Promoting the Fund-raiser:

The parents of the students came up with different 
innovative ways to fundraise for their child’s trip to 
China. They have set up a Twitter and Instagram 
page to approach various local organisations 
asking for donations, sponsorship or raffle prizes 
with great success!
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EXAMPLE ASSETS TO DOWNLOAD:

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
True Education Partnerships’ new 
website contains information about our 
company programmes, case studies, 
student & teacher interviews and much 
more...  

www.trueeducationpartnerships.com

FUNDRAISING ASSETS
D O W N L O A D  T E M P L A T E S

Social Media Templates
Email Outreach Templates
Event Posters
School Newsletter
Certificates

Press Release Template
Event Invitations
Thank you templates
Sponsorship Forms
More Fundraising Ideas

You can find a number of assets on our website for download for free. 
You can also find a number of case studies and even more creative 
ideas for fundraising.


